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What will we be doing each day?
Simply invert the class title, we will write creatively! But what does this mean?
Well, we will spend the year reading and writing in a smorgasbord of genres.
Think of this class like an all-you-can-eat buffet. You will fix yourself some
delicious tiny plates and some gargantuan plates. So big, in fact, that you will
have your peers, parents, and yourself doubting at times whether or not you can
slam all that food in your mouth.  And by food, I mean writing.  But with some
help from me and others in this class, we will eat “the food” off those plates,
lick our lips, and walk or roll ourselves away from this year of feasting.

In more plain, metaphor-free terms, we will write. We will read.  And we will
engage in creative acts everyday that will fall anywhere on the spectrum from
what feels like total trash (which it’s okay to write something that doesn’t feel
like your best work) to amazing feats of brilliance! Here’s a sampling of genres
we will write throughout the year: one-act plays, short stories, creative
nonfiction, children’s books, and poetry. We will also learn the ins-and-outs of
publishing.

So how will we learn to write creatively in all these genres?  We will read
amazing examples in each genre.  We will help each other during writer’s
workshops.  We will allow ourselves the freedom to experiment.  We will watch
movie clips to study story construction and dialogue. We will read articles with
super helpful craft advice.  We will study the writing process of professional
writers.  And most importantly, hopefully no surprise here, we will write.
Lastly, you will send off at least four polished writings to a professional
publication or contest (two per semester).  Two of those four submissions could
be to our very own literary magazine, The Battle Literature and Art Review.
However, our literary magazine only accepts submissions during 1st semester.

What will my grade consist of?
Reading (Genre Study/Writer’s Craft) – 10%
Writing (Exercises, Prompt Writing, and the Writing Process) – 30%
Discussion (Writing Workshop Contributions and Participation) – 10%
Portfolio (final drafts) – 50%

How do I turn in late work?
If you have to turn in something late (please make this a rare occasion), fill out a
late assignment form found in the back of the classroom. Just keep in mind
that late assignments often get graded after I have managed to grade my pile of
assignments that were turned in on time.  So please don’t get frustrated if your
grade for the class doesn’t change immediately.  However, near the end of each
semester I will let you know when I will stop accepting late assignments.  Also,
late assignments from 1st semester will not be accepted during 2nd semester.



Finally, if you submit something late, you forfeit the opportunity to redo the
assignment.

************************************
************************************
There is one exception.  Rough drafts that are
needed for peer review days or writing workshops
will not be accepted late!
************************************
************************************

Will I be graded on my level of creativity?
Every act of writing is an act of creation.  Simply by typing on the keyboard you
have acted to some degree in a creative way.  Your final drafts will be graded
according to the traits of that genre and the quality of writing as a whole, which
often becomes better and better through the writing process and workshop.  If
you are consistently trying to write creatively, participating in class, and
turning in your assignments, it is close to impossible to fail this class.  In fact,
you will probably do quite well!  So take a deep breath, and let your stories and
poems out as you write your imagination letter by letter, word by word,
sentence by sentence, and paragraph by paragraph onto the page!

Please Note
I am a mandated reporter, so if you write something that hints that you might
be a harm to yourself to others, I will have to report it to
guidance/administration so that they can address the concern with you.


